
531

DEPLETION IN CASES OF NERVOUS
EXHAUSTION.

CONGREVE SELWYN, M.D.
Consulting- Physician to the

Ledbury Dispensary.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;I had the pleasure of perusing a

most excellent paper in last week’s LANCET,
by Mr. Henry Rces, on the abuse of mercury
and bloodletting in the treatment of nervous
exhaustion.
With all that he has said oil the first sub-

ject every honest and experienced member
of the profession must coincide ; with fe’
gard to the second, it is a long time since I
came to the conclusion that bloodletting
might be beneficially dispensed with in a
vast number of cases in which it is at pre-
sent a primary part of the treatment. Cer-

tain am I that the profession, by the tenacity
with which they still adhere to depletion,
mercurials, and starvation, have given the
qnacks and nostrum-mongers an advantage
of position which a moye judicious practice
and policy on their part would have effec- 
tually prevented; indeed, my own experi- 
ence leads me to believe that the lancet and 
mercury, from their abuse, have for ages 

’’

been a bane rather than a blessing to the
world. .. 

’

Mr. Rees terminates his letter with the
following paragraph :&mdash;" Much more might
be usefully written, much more will be here-
after written, by abler men, on the con-
ditions of the body, as influencing disease,
on the nature of morbid action, and on the
elements of disease; primary causes will be
as eagerly investigated as ultimate effects."
The insertion of the above remarks in an

early number of your justly influential
Journal will oblige, Sir, yours obediently,

CONGREVE SELWYN, M.D.
Consulting Physician to the

Ledbury Dispensary.
Jau. 1, 183s.
* ’* We have omitted some remarks of

Mr. Selwyn on " the fallacy of the art of

physic."&mdash;ED. L.

THE REVEREND SYDNEY SMITH

ON THE USE OF

ACONITINE IN TIC DOULOUREUX.

SYDNEY SMITH,
Rector of Combe Florey, Taunton.

- To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :&mdash;As the external application of aco-

nitine in tic douloureux has, I believe, been
but little tried hitherto in England, I think
it may be some use to state a case which
has happened under my own eyes.

Mrs. Sibley, of East Combe, had been
afflicted with this complaint for seven years,
living in a state of constant agony, and from
intensity of pain often deprived of reason.
I left her in this state about four months

since, and upon my return found her quite
well, and that she had passed the last eight
weeks totally free from pain. She had
rubbed upon her face, the seat of the dis-
order, not more than about two drachms of
an ointment composed of a grain of acoui-
tine to a drachm of lard. She may relapse,
but such an holiday in such a complaint is
not to be forgotten. Yours truly,

SYDNEY SMITH,
Rector of Combe Florey, Taunton.

Dec. 30, 1837.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

CASE OF ABSCESS OF THE PELVIS CONNECTED

WITH AN OVARIAN CYST.-OPERATION.-

DEATH.&mdash;POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION

M&mdash;&mdash; P-=, aged 48, was admitted
Nov. 28, under the care of Mr. Liston. She
is a servant, of spare habit of body, and
states that about fifteen or sixteen years ago,
as she was showing her fellow-servant how
to place the roller in a mangle, she got be-
tween it and the wall ; the mangle was
turned whilst she was in this position, and
she was jammed between it and the wall.
She was severely contused about the lower
part of the abdomen and the pelvis. Since
then a tumour has been gradually forming
in the hypogastric region; and during the
last two years she has had much pain of a
lancinating and throbbing kind in this part.
She has also experienced great pain in the
kidneys, with much difficulty in voiding her
urine, which at times was totally retained
for several days together ; and she has been
in the habit of having it drawn off by the
catheter ; for the last three months she has
been a patient in one of the metropolitan
hospitals.

Prcse2at State.&mdash;There is a tumour in the
hypogastric region, inclining chiefly to the
left side. A prominent tumour is also felt
in the upper part of the vagina. There is a
degree of pain experienced on pressing the
lower part of the abdomen.
Some days after her admission Mr. Liston

examined her per vaginam, and having sa-
tisfied himself that an impulse was commu-
nicated to the fingers placed on the bulging
in the vagina, by pressing on the abdominal
tumour he introduced a long trocar and ca-
nula into it, where it presented in the upper
wall of the passage. This proceeding was
followed by the discharge of about a pint
and a half of rather dark-coloured pus. A

good deal of the discharge came away dur-
ing the following night, but afterwards it
became scanty. A few days after the ope-
ration she complained of weakness, dis-
taste for any kind of food, felt unwell
generally, and could not sleep at night. At
this time she gave but a very unsatisfactory
account of her pains ; it was, however, evi-


